
TSA English Theme-based Exercises and Progress Tests S1

Unit / Theme Listening Reading Writing Speaking

1.	 Successful	People	(p.1) Aesop and Sony’s Stories (p.1)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Listening	for	

sequence
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

J.K. Rowling and Her Novels (p.5)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Paraphrasing
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	feature	

article

A Person Who Matters to Our Family (p.9)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	descriptive	essay
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Comparative	and	superlative	

adjectives
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	descriptive	essay

A Successful Person (p.11)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Giving	ideas	in	a	presentation
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

2.	 Strange	Stories	(p.13) The Haunted House (p.13)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Predicting	the	

forthcoming	information
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Two Mysterious Cases (p.17)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Distinguishing	facts	from	opinions
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	book	

review

Alive in the Icy World (p.21)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	an	article
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Past	continuous	tense
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	article

A UFO (p.23)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Dealing	with	unfamiliar	topics	in	a	

presentation
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

3.	 Shopping	Around	
(p.25)

Shopping for Mum (p.25)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Understanding	the	

connection	between	ideas
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

The Power of Advertisements (p.29)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Making	inferences
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	

advertisement

Lost in the Shopping Mall (p.33)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	diary	entry
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Adverbs	of	manner	and	degree
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	diary	entry

Overspending (p.35)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Showing	disagreement	and	giving	

counter	ideas	in	a	discussion
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

4.	 Film	Magic	(p.37) Let’s Go to the Cinema! (p.37)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Listening	for	specific	

information
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Avatar (p.41)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Interpreting	positive	and	negative	

comments
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	film	review

A Film Appreciation Activity (p.45)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	proposal
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Conditional	sentences
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	proposal

Making a Film (p.47)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Encouraging	passive	candidates	to	

speak	in	a	discussion
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Progress	Test	1	(p.49)
5.	 The	Environment	

(p.79)
Protecting Our Environment (p.79)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Listening	to	

descriptions	of	cause	and	effect
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Fast-disappearing Tigers (p.83)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Summarizing
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	newspaper	

article

The Government’s Role in Protecting the Environment 
(p.87)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	letter	to	the	editor
•	 Grammar	Focus:	The	passive	voice
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	letter	to	the	

editor

Saving Energy at School (p.89)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Using	speaking	techniques	in	a	

presentation
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

6.	Fascinating	Fashion	
(p.91)

East and West — Our Different 
Styles (p.91)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Listening	for	

changed	information	and	making	
corrections	

•	 Theme-based	Exercise

The Evolution of Fashion Shows (p.95)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Inferring	the	meaning	of	unknown	

words
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	article

A Famous Designer (p.99)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	profile
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Relative	clauses
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	profile

Trendy Clothes People Wear (p.101)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Summarizing	and	concluding	in	a	

presentation
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

7.	 Modern	Life	(p.103) The New and the Old (p.103)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Listening	for	

comparisons
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Where Has Our Time Gone? (p.107)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Understanding	time	references
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	article

The Smart Phones (p.111)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	feature	article
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Connectives	of	result	and	reason
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	feature	article

The Greatest Invention (p.113)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Interrupting	aggressive	candidates	in	a	

discussion
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

8.	 Lovely	Pets	(p.115) A Pet Shop (p.115)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Integrated	listening	

and	reading	skills
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Because I’m Only Human (p.119)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Understanding	poetic	devices
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	poem

His Dog Saved Him! (p.123)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Writing	a	story
•	 Grammar	Focus:	Past	perfect	tense
•	 Theme-based	Exercise	–	Text	type:	story

Adopting a Pet (p.125)
•	 Skill	Focus:	Summing	up	a	point	and	ending	a	

discussion
•	 Theme-based	Exercise

Progress	Test	2	(p.127)
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