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We do everything with a purpose and we put our best leg forward to have things done so as to have the best outcome. Have you ever imagined how would it be like when every hard work you have done ended up with nothing? It is really quite nonsense to live a life that goes back to the starting point ever after. You might think that there wouldn’t be so ridiculous a thing to happen. Yet, true and without doubt, it is a humorous and unique story presented by Shakespeare. The title of the story, which is a perfect match with its’ plot, named “Much ado about Nothing”.

All incidents begin when Leonate welcomes home his friends of different personalities and working field. There is Claudio, who fell in love immediate with Leonate’s younger daughter Hero. As well as Benedick, a clever and witty man that always get into the middle of conflicts with Beatrice, Leonate’s clever and playful niece. It wasn’t long when Hero and Claudio committed to one another and wishes to get married. They get pledged to their love. Nothing can separate them apart at that time. On the other hand, Benedick and Beatrice became a funny pair as they share the same personalities. They spend most of their time arguing on minor matters, neglecting the fact that they are the right person for each other. In order to kill time before Claudio and Hero’s wedding, they lovers and their friends have decided to play a game, aiming at to make Benedick and Beatrice fall in love. Their plan turned out to be successful. The matching two fell in love with each other, secretly. When everything was going on smoothly, Don John, who is a friend of Leonate as well, has made up his mind to spoil everyone’s happiness. He destroyed the trust between Hero and Claudio, leading to the failure of marriage as well as the climax. Which is the scene when Hero’s parents hid Hero away and at the same time spreading the news of Hero’s death. The truth was revealed some time later. With a few more dramatic development of the story, the characters received a happy ending. As if nothing had happened at all, resuming to the time when the two couples, Hero and Claudio as well as Beatrice and Benedick fell in love.  

It can be said that the most boring and empty talking part is that nothing significant changes at the finale. There isn’t any point that could be seen in reading or watching such a long play. However, to see things in another way, this is what makes the play unique and memorable. It fully echoes back to the title of the play. There is entirely a lot that have been done which appears to be absolutely nothing at the end.  As the ending is not the most crucial part of the play, it is important of the plot in gripping readers’ attention and implementing twist from time to time. The unexpected plot development interests me. To name it interesting or weird is really up to how we portray the humor. Successfully, it prevented me from putting down the book. It amused me and bring me into a journey of ups and downs along the play. We don’t get prepared or foreshadowed for anything as things happened abruptly. Nevertheless, the plot surprises me and even brings me joy. I get to know that not only can the ending and climax of a story be the most attractive parts, with refreshing use of subplots the development of it can also be luring. 

Apart from the plot, Shakespeare uses various techniques to convey his ideas. The language is also enriched through the use of figurative use of language. It can be noted the sophisticate language is used in thee conversations. Especially metaphors and imageries can be seen. To quote from the original text, “civil as an orange” is used by Beatrice to joke about Claudio. Mocking about the bitter fruit imagery however does turns Claudio furious. In fact, keeping a calm and polite manner is what he had demonstrated to show his social graces. The orange imagery continues further in Hero and Claudio’s failed wedding party. The accusation used towards Hero is strong and cruel but uses the imagery of a “rotten orange”. It remains a sense of humor at the same time of shaming Hero. It brings down the tension, providing the readers or audience something to laugh at. 

Other than techniques, Shakespeare also plays with words in the title. In the Shakespearean time, the diction “nothing” is pronounced as “noting”. Truly, many deceit in the play are told or heard in the form of noting. Take the incident of making Beatrice believe in Benedick’s love for her as an example, the crowd intentionally hide themselves as they knew that Beatrice loves to eavesdrop, which she will “close by the ground to hear our conferences”. Another part of the play echoes back to “noting” as well. It is the scene when Don John pushes Claudio in believing that Hero betrays him. The behavior of listening at the window side is also seen as “noting”. Ironically, “noting” isn’t fully regarded as something bad with bad intensions. The truth of Hero being innocence only came to the surface only when the watchman overhear Borachio’s bragging about the crime. This shows different ways of “noting”‘s contribution in the play. And that this comes to reasonable explanation of the alternative interpretation of “Much ado about noting”.  

As usual, Shakespeare’s work reveals the conditions of that patriarchy society.  He uses the character of Hero to portray the idea of having a lower social status for women. In the patriarchal society in the Shakespearean period, women is so insignificant that Hero’s reputation hadn’t been cared. “O she is fallen / Into a pit of ink, that the wide sea / Hath drops too few to wash her clean again” The scene when the women are masked at the ball suggested that appearance and identity doesn’t matter much in a marriage. It suggests that there is nothing much to do with love in a marriage as well. Suggesting that it is not their actual choice for their partner. It relates back to the idea of a lower women social statues in that particular society. The public shaming of Hero in front of her father was harsh and too much for a women at her age. Especially when she should be enjoying the best time of her lives. The huge contrast between the joyful marriage and cruel accusation highlights the fact that honor and reputation of a women is never being taken into consideration. Hero’s loss of honor means to the loss of social standing. Not only affecting her future, but also her family. Even her father Leonato stated that “O she is fallen /Into a pit of ink, that the wide sea / Hath drops too few to wash her clean again”. Indicating his loss of hoping towards saving his daughter’s reputation. As he knows clearly that, the loss of honor was a form of annihilation at that time. 

Ironically, the accusation of Hero gave her another chance to be reborn, to be new and reinstated, a chance to live as a pure young lady. This seems to be the only way for Hero to wash away her irritated deeds. The duration of time is also another only thing that helps in regaining her honor. Symbolically, under the conditions and visions of the society, it is needed for Hero to be reborn so as to marry Claudio again. Many things that had happened in these days have already hindered the loved ones to get marry. It is really unbearable to have the loving two bear any more obstacles to their marriage. Though the whole thing seems weird and too dramatic of its’ kind, it is undoubtedly the best way to both clear Hero’s infamy and to get the happy ending for the couple. 

To further dig into the story, deception is the theme that links the incidents together. Honest and reputations also helps in building up bits and pieces of the play. Although the play happens at a time at the 16th century, similar ideas occur in the modern era as well. Deception is an evil element to destroy relationships between people. Honesty and deceit are nothing better but bringing things to a more tense condition. Unfortunately, we citizens living in this 21st century faces the same conflicts as well. We often complain about the world changing into a complicated planet, yet we fails to see that it is our attitude that aggravates the whole thing.  We fails to see that deception and honesty are now our weapons to master over others, to accomplish what we desire. 

“Much ado about nothing”, seemingly humorous and comical touches as well the darker side of human nature. It even reaches the border of a tragedy. Not only did it gave us a touch of laughter, but also the realization of human innate darkness. Never think that comedies are much to do about nothing, they imply ideas much better than they are seen to be.                        
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