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4056S-4 The lovely bones (S) 8.8
This book report describes and evaluates on the sad and agonized reactions of different family members after they lost their beloved forever. Besides the detailed analysis of each main character in the novel, the author also discusses his renewed understanding of concepts such as ‘heaven’. The language of the essay is vivid and rich, and the text is well-organized. It is worth nothing that the author tries to provide suggestions for the victim families to go out of the shadows of sorrow by emphasizing that it is through positive attitudes such as love, care, forgiveness and support can people defect the torture from misfortunes and disasters. Such suggestions are extremely useful for people in the world who are suffering from losing their loved ones in the various disasters.
4056S-7 The voyage of the Dawn Treader (S) 8.7

In this book report, the author shares with the readers a fantastic adventure experienced by a group of early youth. Through narrating the young characters’ growth in the adventurous journey, the author makes profound self-reflection on his personal transformations. He realizes the importance of patience, readiness to make changes, mutual support and perseverance in pursuit of dreams. This essay is especially inspiring to young readers. The interpretation of the novel is vivid and attractive. The author also uses tactfully rhetorical devices such as metaphor, quotation, repetitions, rhetorical questions and beginning-end echoes, all of which adds to the impressiveness of the essay.
4074S-1 The wonderful Story of Henry Sugar and Six more (S) 8.3

Through narrating the transformation of Henry from a greedy, selfish and money –oriented gambler to a happy and generous philanthropist, this book report explores the meanings of fortune, greediness, and generosity. The author holds unique opinions about the relevant social issues and argues that charity should not become a tool for showing off personal fame. S/he also points out the harm of gambling and the necessity of hardworking. The essay may serve as a practical reference in the social reality except for a few grammar mistakes. 
4446S-1 The Book Thief (S) 7.8

This book report depicts hardships and miserable experiences of different characters during the WWII and elaborates how words in books play an important role in the transformation of one’s personality. Through interpreting people’s different responses to the war, the essay lauds the true friendship among people and condemns the evilness in human nature. It is a pity that there is a lack of coherent organization in the essay, and the introduction of the novel sounds discrete. There are also some grammar mistakes in the language.
4147S-4 Steve Jobs (S) 8.4 
This book report provides an impressive biography of Steve Jobs, father of Apple ipad and iphone. The author of this report has obviously touched by Steve Jobs and he depicts the great man’s life journey vividly and movingly. From the episodes of Job’s story, the author reflects on his own life as well as social issues and highlights the philosophical life wisdoms shared by Jobs: “crying is not an action of weakness but the starting point for something else; The prerequisite of being successful is not entering university but doing what you are interested in and bring your interests and skills to full play: Share your concerns with others and don’t let them become your obstacles; life is like a roller-coaster with ups and downs”, etc. From Jobs’ biography, the author learns the importance of courage confidence, and putting ideas into practice. All these sincere self-reflections are definitely meaningful references for many people who are striving whole-heartedly for their dreams in the society.
4147S-5 Inside Guides: Korea (S) 6.8
This book report introduces a guide book to Korea. It might be due to the writing objectives of travel guide books which mainly aim at recommending entertainment items and traveling suggestions, this report only consists of descriptions and recommendations of travel tips as well as bits and pieces of information including culture, history, lifestyle, language, good prices, movies, etc. However, although the author also tells his/her own feelings about the country and her suggestions to improve the guide book, there is a lack of instructive discussions or reflections on social issues. As for language, the whole text appears more like oral commercial of a favorite tourist attraction than a written book report.

4147S-8 Buddhism for Mothers (S) 7.5

The problematic relationship between a mother and her children sounds common in current society and there have been different ways to address such conflicting issues. However, this book report illustrates a new way of coping with parent and children tensions—to follow the Buddhist teachings of mother-child relationship. Through elaborating on the Buddhist teachings, this report informs us of the meaning of Buddha, mindfulness, the four fundamental perspectives of love, the way to get relaxed, the essentialness of mutual understanding and respect and the necessity to avoid over-expectation on the children. The perspective of addressing mother-child relationships suggested in this book report is unique and crucial in current society where parents are found to be helpless in communicating failure with their children. However, it is a pity that there are obvious grammatical mistakes in this essay which affects its quality to some extent.

4264S-3 My sister’s keeper (S) 8.95
This is a book report with profound significance in terms of the world’s growing concern over humanity and life. It triggers us to ponder on serious issues between morality and legality. The author introduces a story replete with ethical dilemmas: As parents, should we sacrifice the life of one of our children to save another? As a victim of fatal disease, should I end my life so as not to become the burden of the family? As the younger sister, should I sacrifice my own life to give life to my elder sister who is suffering from terminal illness? As a son, should I commit crimes so as to attract my parents’ attention? Through dissecting thoroughly the reactions of each main character in the face of the ethical dilemma, this book report guides readers through a thought-provoking journey of discussion on human nature, morality, legality, love, care, and responsibility. I will strongly recommend this book report to more readers.
4264S-8 The Hunger Game (S) 8.85

This book report tells a virtual story that took place in the post-apocalyptic nation. The author interprets the story clearly and vividly. Through introducing the fate and struggle of main characters, readers may realize how people under the control of dictatorship may still fight for his own self by sticking to his own strong determination and defiance to the cruel injustice of the ruling system. The author has selected a theme that is highly significant in the current society. While vicious power and injustice still exist in the society, youth should have the strong mind to be their own self and not affected by the evil forces. The bravery, the unyielding spirit as well as the courage to stay true to oneself of the main characters depicted in this essay are all positive energies that are indispensible in today’s world. On the whole, this book report is well worth recommending to the readers.
4805S-4 Who moved my cheese? (S) 7.5

This report gives an introduction of the bestseller, “Who moved my cheese?”. The author makes a clear and concise analysis of the main character of the novel by skillfully classifying them into three types of attitudes towards CHANGE: Those who are always preparing for change and searching for new opportunities, those who are reluctant to change at the beginning but are willing to adapt the new changes after encountering crisis; and those refuse to change in the face of predicament but only complaining. The author has selected an interesting and philosophical story and discussed it in a convincing way. However, there are many obvious grammatical mistakes in this book report which regrettably lowered the quality of the essay yo a large extent.
4600S-1 Nothing to Envy-Ordinary Lives in North Korea (S) 8.35

This book report selected a topic which sounds mysterious and strange to most readers and hence attracts readers’ curiosity effectively. By summarizing the miserable experiences of the six North Korean defectors, the author informs readers that the “Nothing to Envy” slogan propagandized by the North Korean government is nothing but obscurantism that aims to keep people ignorant of the dictatorship of the Kim’s family as well as the rapid development of the outside world. The book report gives a vivid description of the miserable life of the North Korean and a profound analysis of their causes of their fear, ignorance, and callousness. The presentation of the report is well-structured with sufficient data as evidence. The author also reflects on the relative stability in Hong Kong as a sharp contrast to the situation in North Korea. This report may serve as a guiding material for readers to understand the political and economic background of North Korea.
4600S-7 The last lecture (S) 8.2

This book report recommends the autobiography of the professor of computer science, Randy Pausch. The author regards Randy’s work at his final days as a collection of his life philosophy: Being optimistic in the face of death and sharing with the students his life wisdoms and encouraging people with both his ups and downs. The report provides a good summary of the Randy Pausch’s great ideas: Never give up, stick to ones dreams and work hard to make it come true, cooperate with others, be well-prepared and show your gratitude to others. All the above examples are inspiring and encouraging to young people in the current society. To help reader better understand the book, the author also makes comments on Randy’s language and writing skills in the autobiography which serves as a good guide to help readers to understand the autobiography better.

4600S-8 The Art of Racing in the Rain (S) 8.15

This book report shares with readers a story between race car driver Denny and his loyal dog Enzo. The author of the report summarizes the life philosophy from the ups and downs in the racing journey of Denny and Enzo: Life is like racing car: what matters is how we make our way to success. Going fast is not the only way to success: only by using the skills that are required on the race track can we successfully navigate. Confidence, perseverance and the strong mind in the face of failure are all indispensible. Apart from introducing encouraging examples, the author also comments on the writing techniques in the novel, which offers readers more comprehensive references of the book being recommended.
4524S2 Lord of the Flies (S) 9

This is a thought-provoking book report with meaningful and convincing argumentation on controversial issues such as civilization and savagery, natural goodness and corruption, conscience and evilness, science and violence which have been touched upon explicitly and implicitly in Golding’s work. The author provides an insightful interpretation of the virtual story in the novel but associates it tactfully and persuasively with what is going on in the current world. Some of the arguments in the book report are unique and impressive, for example, humans may be the origin of evil themselves; innate spiritual human goodness may be easily shrouded by the imposed teaching of moral responsibility; humans are dynamic creatures that may be shaped to become savage or benevolent under different circumstances, democracy and peace may be fragile while laws and civilization are the base of the society, etc. It is remarkable that the author of the book report dares to have different standpoints with the novel by arguing that “we must not easily give in to our savage instinct. Self-control is what matters. We hope to hold onto civilization and goodness, and minimize the domination of savagery”. On the whole, this is an enlightening essay that gives readers plenty of food for thought.
S4008S-1 The last lecture (S) 8.25

This book report highlighted the great contributions Randy Pausch has made to the world through his autobiography finished during the last days in his life. It is worth noting that, among all encouraging examples, the author has the awareness of initiating a thought-provoking discussion over attitudes towards “death” and “living” -----“Death does not mean everything to our life. The most important thing we should care about is living: living for what we believe in, who we care about, why we are standing here”.

S4008S-2 Machine of Death (S) 8.3
This book report discusses an imaginary novel “Machine of Death” whose title is a common theme of 34 stories in the book. In faces of the serious topic “death”, the author expresses his standpoints which are well worth recommending to readers: “It doesn’t matter how you die, but it does matter whether you have lived your life or not. Death is avoidable. Why bother knowing your death? It won’t change anything. All you can do is to try your best, despite the fact that all you efforts might be in vain, but at least if you have tried, you won’t regret it…” Such as positive attitude towards the death issue plays a tremendous encouraging role in the current world where people have been terrified and distressed by successive natural disasters, wars, social instabilities as well as epidemics and fatal diseases.

4480S-1 1984 (S) 8.9
This book report introduces to the readers George Orwell’s famous novel---1984. Through explicit interpretation of the social background and the sufferings of the main characters, the author explores thought-provoking issues in the harsh social reality---war, power, hatred, fear, callousness and the twisted of humanity. With critical analysis, the author discloses the hidden destructiveness of war and the suffocating brainwashing and mental control of dictatorship that has resulted in the psychological torture and callousness in people. The book report has a clear and concise text structure as well as powerful and expressive language. The author has strong insights in interpreting Orwell’s prophetic work. Through some of the examples appear childish, the overall argumentation is logical and closely related to the current affairs in the world.
4480S-4 The Picture of Dorian Gray (S) 8.6

This book report introduces a unique and impressive discussion on art, life and the humanity of art creator and spectators. It guides readers to a different understanding of the real sense of art. The language of the book report is clear and concise and the comments on the main characters in the novel are profound and enlightening.

4480S-6 Before I Go To Sleep (S) 8.5

This book report not only introduces the remarkable experience of Christine, the sufferer of uncommon amnesia, but also gives readers an opportunity to reflect on the meaning of memory in human life, the necessity to be present-oriented, the paradox between trust and the risk if being hurt as well as the human capacity for evil. The interpretation of the story is clear and the discussion of the main themes is thorough and well-organized.

4479S-2 The Reader (S) 8.55
This book report skillfully selected episodes from Bernhard Schlink’s novel, “The Reader”, to share with readers his reflection on the dilemmas that have been explored in the novel---villain or victim, justice and guilt. The argumentation is convincing and well-supported by detailed analysis of the human nature of the characters. The discussion of the controversial issues is profound and the questions raised in the conclusion of the report are inspiring.

S4008J-8 Les Miserables (J) 9

This book report recommends to readers the world reading classics “Les Miserables”. It gives a description of the social background of the novel as well as a profound analysis of each of the main characters and the conflicts among them. Through narrations interspersed with comments, the author disclosed the justice of the society and the cruelty in the life of the underclass people. The report encourages people to defy against the cruel dominators in the reality and praises the great unselfish love which inspires individual life and defuses the conflicts between people. In this sense, it is an essay with positive power. In writing, the author uses classical sentences from the novel as headers at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of the essay, representing from dream killed, to dream dreamed, and further to dream saved. The adept use of rhetorical devices such s parallelism, metaphor, rhetorical questions and beginning-end echoing as well as the quotation of philosophical sentences all combined to produce an impressive and thought-provoking book report.
4264J-9 Heroes of Olympus—House of Hades (J) 8.9

This book report makes use of the experiences of the characters in the Greek myth “The House of Hades” to explore philosophical issues in human life: good vs evil; morality vs. eternality; and trust vs suspicious. The whole essay abounds with philosophical insights which provide readers rich food for thought. The language is logical and powerful, the structure is clear and well-organized. Rhetorical devices such as rhetorical questions, parallelisms, metaphor and hyperbole have been applied skillfully in this essay which adds to its impressiveness and profoundness.

4479J-1 What is the right thing to do? (J) 8.6

This book report selected a philosophical issue “justice” as its starting point of exploration. The author focuses on several controversial issues and uses them s examples for readers to consider social phenomena such as economic development, affirmation action and military drafts which lead them to further discuss the issue of “justice”. The author articulates his own opinions on “justice” and also evaluates the novel itself. The language of whole text is rich and expressive, the argumentation is profound. But compared with its introduction and description sections, the evaluation section is relatively weak and the author’s personal comments are not very sufficient.
4571J-7 The Extraordinary Education of Nicholas Benedict 8.5

This book report describes the extraordinary experience of the unwanted narcolepsy sufferer, Nicholas, in an orphanage. Through Nicholas’ Transformation from a self-centered little boy to a little hero who uses his wisdom obtained from the knowledge in the library to help the whole orphanage out of trouble, the book report highlights the most important element in this process of extraordinary education and points out that the real sense of happiness is not material pursuit but spiritual fulfillment. The language in this essay is fluent and the description of the story is vivid. The author’s reflection of the story is instructive for many young students in the current society.
4264J-8 Trash (J) 8.55
This book report has a very unique title and it starts with a description of an interesting story which at once attracts readers’ interests effectively. While introducing an imaginary story, the book report actually discloses the many relevant issues in the social reality. Focusing on these issues, the author makes profound analysis and reflections which reflect his sense of social responsibility. The language of the essay is clear and vivid and the text structure is well-organized. The writing techniques in the novel are commented which guides readers to better understand the novel itself.
4198J-1 The Help (J) 8.7

This book report informs readers of a novel which involves two black maids who helped a white finish her work--- a report of injustice the black maids have suffered during their serving for their white masters. The author makes use of the examples in the novel and associates the hardships of the black maids with the maltreatments some of the maids have suffered in Hong Kong. The author advocates people to pay attention to the racial discrimination issue and encourages people to respect other cultures and be with each other in harmony. The essay has fluent language and good text structure. The argumentation is convincing and the report has valuable reference significance in the social reality.
S4008J-7 Anna Karenina (J) 8.4
This book report recommends the world famous novel, Anna Karenina by Tolstoy. It gives detailed description of the fate and the experiences of the main characters in the novel, and then evaluates the human nature of the characters and their contradictions as well as the limitation of the social structure based on the author’s own reflections. As a conclusion, the book report also provides some thought-provoking questions for readers to consider. The language of the essay is generally smooth and clear, but there are a few grammar mistakes.
4472J-3 Divergent (J) 8.3

This book report introduces to the readers an interesting science fiction, “Divergent”. Through description of the fantastic society in the novel, the author observes the hidden phenomena that are also typical of the current social reality: pursuit of power, social pigeonholing, and identity transformation. This essay provides clear and unique standpoints by arguing that power should not be regarded as the most important in human life, it is not right to stereotype someone, and that people should have equal opportunity to form the identities they choose. These viewpoints have realistic significance in the current society. However, it is a pity that the book report ends somewhat hastily without giving readers a better conclusion. There are also some grammar mistakes in the essay.
4264J-7 The Lost Hero (J) 8.4
This book report introduces a science fiction about the fantastic experiences of the three young people’s adventure in Camp Half-Blood. By analyzing the personalities of three different characters, the author discusses issues about true friendship, leadership, and courage. He also reflects on the meaning of the science fiction in the social reality and argues that people should cast off resentment and prejudice towards each other. The story selected in the book report is both interesting and instructive. The author not only raises questions for readers to reflect on the science fiction but also makes comments on its writing skills.
4472J-5 Message from an Unknown Chinese Mother: Stories of Love and Loss (J) 8

This book report tells readers miserable stories about unknown mothers and abandoned baby girls in the China. The author of the essay sympathizes the various sad experiences of the Chinese mothers and shows his attitudes towards the different stories behind each family. Although the author understands the baby abandoning incidents are consequences of multiple social, cultural, traditional as well as individual factors, he tends to place more responsibility on the selfishness and weakness of the individual mothers. Such a limited view results in his failure to identify the injustice that rooted deep in the society and to propose more constructive suggestions to eradicate the cruel babe-abandoning behavior. There are a few grammar mistakes in the essay.
4264J-1 Falling leaves (J) 7.8

This book report introduces the biography of the Chinese daughter Yen Mah who suffered from family misfortunes and was maltreated by her stepmother. Through highlighting the struggles of Yen Mah during her growth from an unwanted daughter to an independent and courageous woman, the author encourages readers not to give up in adversity but stick to their life goals and work hard for them. The language of the essay is rich and fluent, and the introduction of the story shows effectively the personalities of the characters as well as the conflicts between them. The author reflects on the impact of the biography on his personal experiences, but the reflection stays only at the individual level without being able to pointing out the more profound significance to the society.

4850J-1 Freshwater Ecology

This book report deals with an introduction of a science reader about freshwater and the environment. The author tries to encourage readers to protect the fresh water resources by emphasizing the importance of the natural resource in the life of human beings. However, the author lacks data from scientific survey or investigations to support his arguments. He also fails to provide concrete suggestions on how to protect the freshwater ecology. In the whole essay, formal scientific terms and oral communicative sentence patterns intertwined together; and there are also grammar mistakes in the essay, both of which reduce academic nature of the science book report.
4470J-8 When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit (J) 7.5

This book report recommends a story about the various tortures suffered by a Jewish family at the early years of WWII. The author depicts the tension situation in Europe before the war from the angle of a little girl during her growing up in the Jewish family. The author enumerates the life examples of the little girl which reflects her courageous attitude and optimistic spirit in the face of danger. S/he also discloses the discrimination and injustice to the Jewish people under the particular social situation. Although the author has tried to associate the story with the social reality, s/he lacks the insights to reveal the more profound issues in the social background.

4571J-5 Life Without Limits (J) 7.7

This book report is related to the encouraging life story of Nick Vujicic, a man born with “phocomelia” but living an brilliant life with a strong mind. The author has been moved by Nick and he uses emotional language to highlight the great optimistic spirit and the tremendous bravery in the remarkable man. The examples selected from the story are inspiring which impress the readers effectively. However, the essay on the whole lacks a coherent structure with the majority of the content being quotations of the examples about Nick and some even not relevant to Nick’s story. The author fails to make evaluation on how Nick’s story may have an impact on himself as well as the whole society. There are also some typos in the essay.
4591J-1 The giver (J) 7.3

This book report shares with the readers an interesting virtual story which deals with philosophical concepts such as memory and release, pleasure and pain, freedom and safety. However, the majority of the book report essay only focuses on the introduction and description of some of the details in the story. There is a lack of evaluation on the key issues in the book. Although the author tries to discuss the relation between safety and freedom, s/he only raises the question without further elaborate on the topic.

4459J-5 Percy Jackson and the sea of monsters (J) 7.1

This book report introduces to the readers the Greek myth “Percy Jackson and the sea of monsters” by Rick Riordan. It is a pity that although the author tries to make good use if vivid examples in the book to illustrate how “thrilling” the book is, how “enthralling” the characters are and how “amazingly” the language is used, the majority of the essay belongs to the quotations of the content of the book without comments and evaluations on the meaning of the book intends to convey. It fails to fulfill the objective it claims, namely, to “combine them(Greek myths) into our daily life”.

4264J-5 One Hundred Names (J) 7
This essay recommends to readers the book One Hundred Names by emphasizing that it is a touching and life-changing work. The author tries to persuade readers to pay attention to people around by highlighting the theme that “every heart has a story to tell”. However, s/he fails to select vivid and convincing examples to show how “touching” and “life-changing” the book can be, and the ideas conveyed sound weak with mediocre common senses such as the importance of determination, self-confidence and the courage to learn from ones’ mistakes. The essay follows a typical structure of a book review, but it draws a conclusion hastily. The language is clear and comprehensive except for a few grammar mistakes in both tense use and the translation of the Chinese proverb “so long as has perseverance, the iron pole grinds to the needle”.

4571J-5 How to talk to anyone—92 little tricks for big success in relationships (J) 6.9

This book report recommends to the readers a book about the tricks for successful interpersonal relationships. The author selected two most impressive skills, to smile charmingly and to make an unforgettable entrance, to exemplify the strategies from the book. Although the tips may be helpful to some extent for one’s improvement in interpersonal communications, the author seems to have overstated their functions and hence reduced their reliability. What’s more, it sounds somewhat misleading to regard the smiles and entrance of “world leaders, politicians, corporate giants, managers, etc” as “good” models to follow. There are also some obvious language errors in the text.
4571J-2 The time keeper (J) 6.8

This book report focuses on a very interesting imaginary story. It draws readers’ attention to Dor, the first time keeper in the world, and two other characters who either want time to get faster, slower or pause. However, it seems that the author does not present the plot of the story in an organized way as the content of the essay appears discrete and incoherent with some irrelevant narrations inserted. The essay does not evaluate much on the real meaning of novel recommended and the personal reflection appears superficial. There are also obvious grammar mistakes in the essay.

Prof. Sin-wai Chan
English Senior Section

Most of the book reviews in this Section have been written in a fluent, idiomatic, and reflective style. Stories are truly an effective means of opening up the horizons of their readers.

Dr. Sharon Yin-yue Wong

English Junior Section

All entries are of very high quality.  Students were able to give conciso summaries of the plots and reflect on the messages in the stories.  Some of them were able to link the themes of the stories with the world around them.  
English Senior Section

It’s a pleasure to read so many beautiful book reports, with students expressing convincingly how the stories have touched them and made them think about life.

Macmillan Reader & Black Cat Reader

Fluency of expression is yet to improve, but despite this, students’ love for reading still shines through in their book reports.  Many were able to quote examples and lines from the books to support their opinions.
Mr. Peter Wing-tak Chiu

English Junior Section
The reviews consist of a potpourri of topics which are written in good English.

Prof. Nicholas Sampson

English Junior Section
Very high quality. Not much to distinguish the TOP 10, all of which were insightful and very well written.

English Senior Section
More variable quality than the Junior entries. Many reviews were ‘over-written’. The second ‘half’ selection were noticeably better than the first ‘half’.

Macmillan Reader & Black Cat Reader
Mac Reader- fine, too few entries to really judge comparatively. Black Cat Reader- pretty good overall. One clear top mark in both the Junior and Senior sections.

