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The Problem of Cell 13 is an intriguing story with lots of twists, which are stunning and captivating. The author of this book is Jacques Futrelle. It’s a book in the Blackcat series, and is a detective story which children can figure out plots and clues in this book.

I chose this book because initially I am so intrigued by stories about jail-breaking. When I saw the cover of this book, I was sure this was a book about escaping from a cell, and it was!

The story was set in Germany. It is about an escape story of an extremely smart scientist. This book has in total six chapters, all over 111 pages, including some exercises so that readers could understand more and think more through activities.

This story has an unusual setting, though not a typical one. There was a guy called Augustus S.F.X. Van Dusen. In this book, he was described as if he was a ghost! Thin shoulder, pale face, thick glasses, large forehead…… all these creepy descriptions conjured up some dreadful images.

He was an offspring of famous scientists. His ancestors were extremely clever and so was he. Everyone called him ‘The Thinking Machine’. He had invented, and always invented shocking theories that no one could have ever discovered. And of course, this had shocked other scientists. One day, two scientists, Dr Charles Ransome and Alfred Fielding made a visit to ‘The Thinking Machine’ so as to discuss his theories. Dr Ransome was not familiar with the theories. He questioned and exclaimed, ’’That is impossible.’’ ‘The Thinking Machine’ soon replied that nothing was impossible. Soon after, Dr Ransome put ‘The Thinking Machine’ in a jail, and checked if he could escape within 1 week.

Then, the following parts of the story are simply incredible! ‘The Thinking Machine’ had just prepared 3 things before he got into the jail – one toothpaste, two 10-dollar bills and one 5-dollar bill. Moreover, he asked for cleaning up his shoes. This had made up lots of questions for me. How could he escape with the stuff within 1 week? I was so excited to read the remaining parts at that time!

‘The Thinking Machine’ gives us chances for speculation and imagination! On the first day of incarceration, he noticed that there were sounds of water shuffling, and children frolicking laughter. He realized that there was a river on the other side of the prison wall, and a baseball court between them. At night, he discovered mice on the ground, entering the cell not through the front door. Discovering this, he was sure that there must be a hole somewhere. Moreover, he found an old drainpipe connecting to the outside world, so he could use it as a medium of communication with the outside world. And yet, he did.

Other than these, he used several strategies and tricks to confuse the guards. For example, he tore out pieces of cloth from his shirt and wrote words on it. Then he tied it with linen and hung it outside the barred window. Wait, how did he write? Amazingly, he mixed some water with the paint on his shoes, and dipped the end of the shoelace into the ink and wrote with it. Isn’t this incredible? 

On the other hand, he attempted to cut through the bars of the window with a piece of steel found in the prisoner’s trousers, deliberately. Why? Why did he want the attention from the guard? He wanted to confuse the guards, so they would give up searching for him! Crazy!

To me, the most impressive plot is ‘The Strange Noise’. Just because he could communicate with the outside world, it meant he could receive things from the outside. And he contacted Mr. Hatch with the help of the children playing just outside the cell. How? He tied a piece of torn shirt to the legs of a mouse. Since he knew some children were out there, he asked the children to deliver messages to Mr. Hatch. Without luck, it would not have been that easy for him. 

He asked for some nitric acid in a bid to cut open the bars of the window. At first, Mr. Hatch could not hear The Thinking Machine’s words through the small pipe. So, he kept on repeating the word ‘acid’. Somehow, the word ‘acid’ had driven the prisoner above ‘The Thinking Machine’ crazy, as the prisoner had killed her wife with acid, and he didn’t confess to the murder. Fortunately, this had distracted the guards. This had truly made a good chance for ‘The Thinking Machine’ to continue his plan.

The funniest part is that ‘The Thinking Machine’ received a yellow wig, the same as his hair from Mr. Hatch. He put that wig on the bed, pretending he was lying on the bed. This convinced the guards that he was in the cell. Haha! How stupid the guards were!

Ultimately, there turned out to be a wig, nitric acid, bunch of 1-dollar bills, a coil of wire…… a lot more other stuff, a lot different from the three things he had at the beginning. Yet, he did break out of the jail within 1 week, and had dinner with Dr. Ransome as he promised on that day he escaped! This is simply ridiculous, but captivating!

This story has totally changed my way of thinking. I have always thought that hard work could help me achieve everything I want. However, through this story, I learn that we should work wisely and be tactful. Intelligence breaks all the limits, no matter what advantages you have at the beginning. For example, some top riches like Bill Gates and Lee Ka-shing had nothing at the very beginning. Yet through clever plans and proper hard-work, they did become famous! So, work wisely!

Besides, I understand that, in fact, nothing is really impossible. All the impossibilities will eventually turn out to be possibilities. It is just a matter time. So, be patient! 

I genuinely recommend this book to all readers. This book is full of unexpected plots, not like the typical stories nowadays. This book is filled with intelligence, logics, fun, and of course, questions and problems that needed to be solved by our smart brains. I hope readers like this book, and enjoy reading it. 
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