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Sometimes, we may think about travelling back to the past to see what we have done at that time or travelling to the future to see the consequences of how we behave right now. That’s most of us dream of. Undeniably, it seems ridiculous and unrealistic! However, Ebenezer Scrooge, who is lucky to have this hard-won experience at Christmas.

Mr. Scrooge is a businessman who is selfish, cold-blooded and only loves making money. Therefore, he is friendless and lonely. Christmas is a joyful festival that everyone enjoys celebrating. People will gather together at that night to have a great Christmas dinner, they will sing the Christmas song to bless everyone and eat traditional food, such as turkey, Christmas pudding and ginger biscuits. Unlike the others, Scrooge hates those celebrations as he cannot earn more money at Christmas because people only focus on celebrating the festival and do not trade. Nevertheless, he meets three ghosts at that night including the Spirit of past, present and future respectively. They bring Scrooge into the time they represent to let him see what happened and will happen that make him change a lot. At first, Mr. Scrooge was very scared to see those ghosts but he finally try to accept the situation he was facing.

The Ghost of Christmas Past brings Scrooge to his childhood. When he was young, he was in poverty and usually felt sad. He even do not have any friends, he was lonely. Also, he was left in a dark, old school in a Christmas night. No one is willing to stay with him. That’s a reason that he do not like Christmas. Moreover, when he grew up to work, he broke up with his fiancée because his fiancée was sad and angry that he just focused on earning as much money as he can and lacked time to take care of her. For example, chatting with her, having meals with her. When Scrooge saw those scenes, he regrets his behavior very much and hopes to make the choice again, but that’s impossible! Next, The Ghost of Christmas Present brings Scrooge to see how difficult it is for his clerk Bob to make the livings for his family, but they still celebrate Christmas happily with little food. They are not greedy and satisfy what they own at that time. However, he has just refused to help the poor by donating money or food to the charity organization in daytime, so he feels sorry about that. The last Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come brings Scrooge to look at his pitiful future. It mentions that no one will think of Scrooge after his death and they even take away all his property to sell for money because of his disgusting personality. The people do not care about his dead body and just leave it in the old house. Most of people laugh at him.

　　After meeting with three spirits, Scrooge travels back to the reality. He realizes that money is not that important. Enjoying the short life he has is the most significant thing he need to so. Therefore, He starts to make some changes, such as doing charity work to help the poor actively, communicating with others nicely and celebrating Christmas with all his heart. Those actions receive a great result and he is glad to see that.

　　In my point of view, the story is amusing and attractive, also meaningful. The plot mainly focuses on the course of the spirits that bring Scrooge to travel to the past, present and future. That’s creative! Also the cordial feeling and introspection of Scrooge is touching which leads to readers’ resonance as this makes the readers to think of themselves. That’s the highlight of the story.

In our real life, there are some people who look like the past Mr. Scrooge surely around us. Mostly, we will feel discontented, frustrated and even not want to communicate and interact with them, as they usually recognize that money is of the utmost importance and they neither share with us like snacks nor buy something for us. Besides, sometimes they are even unwilling to talk with us because we have different values, they may not want to waste the time with us as time equals to money, they may want to make use of time to earn more money. When we are under those situation, that’s normal for us to feel angered or estrange them because we may think that we are not respected. And I believe that these are the direct reactions of most of us. However, when we have such feelings and boycott those selfish people, have we looked back ourselves to check whether we have the similarities with the selfish people? Maybe we have made the similar mistakes. Nowadays, people rarely pay more attention to find their shortcomings and then improve them. People are further unaware. Therefore, learning from the bad role models is a way we can try, which helps make a great improvement to us! I believe that everyone has something to improve as everyone is particular and no one is perfect!

On the contrary, apart from feeling negative and estranging the selfish people, why don’t we do something positive to help change their mind and make them integrate into our lifestyle? We need to treat them nicely and patiently. Everyone makes mistakes, but if they are willing and hope to change themselves, we ought to give them a chance to correct. Besides, I think the most crucial one to get close each other is communication, which can let us understand each other abundantly and express our views clearly. Then even though we don’t have the same views, we can still have a harmonious relationship and be friends as there is no enemy between people. Moreover, whatever the result is, we ought to take a try. At least we have tried that and we will not regret in future.

Second, sharing with others is wonderful as most of us know the idiom ‘Helping others is the basis of happiness’. We will be happier than the needy who receive our help. I have this great feeling every time after volunteering. Sometimes we can share some snacks such as sweets and chocolate with our friends. I am sure that all of us will be satisfied. Although the things we shared may not be costly, the intention of sharing is the most important, which is the only thing makes the counterpart feel warm as at least we have shown our purpose that we are willing to share what we get with you. For example, sometimes when I get a small of pack of chocolate, I will share with my friend. I remember that time, although we gained a small piece of chocolate, we ripped it into two and ate it contentedly. That’s a remarkable memory of mine! I really encourage all of people to share with friends and families around them, I sure that they will be obsessed with sharing.

Moreover, I trust that the willingness of sharing with others depends on the generosity of each person. We need to be generous, not selfish. Then we would try our best to share with people. Otherwise, we are just another Mr. Scrooge. However, we are not such fortune like Mr. Scrooge, who has the help of the three spirits, they take Mr. Scrooge to see what would be shown if he keeps behaving disgustingly. That would not appear in reality, it just a creative thinking and dream. Normally, holding our own property and money is not the way to make us feel happier. It’s because when you are generous to share with others, their happiness is the largest factor that makes you forget the difficulties you met involve in the volunteer work and only feel glad. Material is less significant than happiness of soul. Usually, we just only share what we are able to afford, such as buying a charity ticket, a flag and donating something that is useless to you like clothes. That’s enough to help and share with others, and I sure that each of us has the aptitude to do it.

In addition, I realize that people staying round us are just like the three spirits. They are our parents, teachers and friends! Although they do not have any special power, they always stay behind us. For example, when we make some mistakes, they always correct us at once by talking with us friendly and giving us suitable advice. Mostly, we are unhappy and reject to receive critique, but I suppose us to take their opinion seriously as they are the one who really want us to improve and perform better and better! Also, they are the only one who takes a lot of care to us. So we should cherish the time we have with our parents and treat them politely.

At last, I have gained a lot through reading this book and therefore I recommend this book ‘A Christmas Carol ‘to all of the people. I believe everyone will get benefit and introspection throughout the book after reading.  
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