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　　The fourteen-year-old "dumpsite boy" Raphael has never found anything interesting or valuable in the endless piles of trash he has crawled through and sorted since age three. It is a place they called Behala, which is in fact a rubbish-town. Every single bag of trash from other parts of the city is sent there and piled up into hills and mountains, where the kids and adults sort out anything that can be sold to earn a few pesos for their meals. Since the city has a serious shortage of toilets and running water, everyone goes to toilet on a piece of paper. And that is why, to be honest, there is nothing much one can find besides stuppa (a word for human muck) in Behala. At least it is what Raphael and his best friend Gardo think until one day they discover a mysterious leather bag containing a map, a wallet with an ID card inside, and a locker key with 101 marked on it.

　　Unsure about why the police, who quickly come looking for the bag and offer a handsome reward for its return, need the bag and not trusting what they offer, Raphael decides to keep it from them. With the hint from another friend of his, Rat, Raphael goes in search of the key's locker in town personally with Gardo and Rat. One step after another, they soon find themselves stuck in the middle of a deadly secret involving a secret code, a corrupted politician, and a search for six million stolen dollars. It's up to them, who have no education, no parents, no homes, and no money, to escape from danger and keep one step ahead of the police to solve the mystery kept from the city’s people.      

　　I would say that Trash is definitely one of my favourite books of the year. The unique plot with various exciting adventures kept me from putting the book down once I picked it up. One of the things I like most about the book is that each chapter is told from the perspectives of different characters. Sweet Raphael, cautious Gardo, and spirited Rat take turns to narrate most parts of the story though other voices are also heard in several chapters. By using this method, readers are able to have a deeper understanding of the inner thoughts and personality of different characters instead of only reading their actions. Also, as different characters go through different experiences as the story progresses, it is more interesting for the reader to try to put different pieces of the story together in order to understand the whole plot. We get to know the attitude of the characters towards the story so that we can see the complete picture from a more objective angle.

　　The book gets me to think deeply about the social problems and practices of corruption in reality. In fact, I think that Trash is not only about adventures, but more like a social justice story. The book draws my attention to issues like waste, unthinkable poverty and corruption. 

　　First of all, this book truly creates a vivid image about what the Earth is going to be like if we people continue to produce as much waste as we do nowadays. Perhaps by that time, there will really be towns that where people earn their living by handling trash from other towns. This waste problem has already become a major one all around the world and I think different countries should take concrete measures to reduce and limit the amount of waste produced every day.

　　Secondly, the book shows the extreme disparity between the rich and the poor. For example, for the vice-president, he gets to use the millions of dollars made from corruption to build a huge castle and garden of his own. On the other hand, for the Behala people or the street boys around the central city, all they get is just some old and worn shelters that can barely keep them safe and warm. It reflects the real situation of our world. The rich are usually extremely rich and get to enjoy a luxurious lifestyle in addition to numerous privileges whereas for the poor, many of them fail to have enough money to even buy meals for their day, not to mention medical services, proper shelters and clothing. This is a problem which the government has always been struggling to tackle, but often to no avail. I hope that the issue could be properly dealt with and measures should be taken to relieve the pressure of the poor.

　　Finally, it is the corruption problem which needs to be addressed. In our country, China, this problem is rather serious. A lot of the officials take money and gifts from their subordinates or other people who want to bribe them. Some even take money from the subsidies that were supposed to be distributed to the people. As an example, the earthquake that happened in Ya'an city of Sichuan in April, 2013 caused a lot of people from all over the country to donate money and basic necessities to help the victims there. However, the public got very angry when the Sichuan government rejected their donation of supplies, only keeping the money. Although in recent years China’s government has been trying to fight against corruption among the officials, the effect is not obvious. I think the government should treat the problem seriously and make investigations to uncover the corrupted officials before the trend spreads even further.

　　As a book that perfectly combines exciting adventures, real-life society problems and the heart-stirring friendship between the three trash boys, Trash is just one of a kind. I highly recommend Trash to anyone who would not risk a chance to miss such a brilliant book with imaginative ideas and incredible storytelling techniques. With all the twists and turns, unrelenting decision, and deep emotions, Trash is best described as a heart-pounding and breath-holding novel.
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