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　　The descriptions about this book are true. The House of Hades is yet another deadliest adventure featuring the nine heroes. The book is more than just that - Rick Riordan brought you into the story and see what the character saw, hear what the character heard, feel what the character felt. Rick made the book come alive. He did it and I admire him for that.

　　Under the hallucination of human technology and science, there are Greek and Roman gods. The Earth mother, Gaia, along with the Air (Uranus), have three sons: Zeus (God of Sky), Poseidon (God of Sea), Hades (God of Underground), the trio and other gods rule the world and are called the Olympians. Occasionally, the 12 Olympians and other minor gods have kids with mortals -- the demigods. Demigods usually receive blessings from their godly father/mother. Gaia also has an affair with Tartarus, the endless hell under the underground, and has a handful of children called the Giants. The Giants are born to oppose the Olympians and to be evil.

　　In the House of Hades, Gaia and her minions (the Giants and Titans) were awakening, using the Doors of Death as a tool to transport those supposed-to-be-dead creatures from the Tartarus to the mortal world. Percy Jackson and Annabeth Chase, descendents of Poseidon and Athena, are trapped in the Tartarus. Seven demigods (Frank, Hazel, Leo, etc.) are selected to stop Gaia from awakening and close the Door of Death. At last, Percy and the others are all safe and sound.


　The House of Hades is much more than just a teen fiction. Rick gives his readers new insights into philosophical ideas. With his rich knowledge about the Greek and Roman culture, Rick created heart stopping adventures. 

 Good vs. Evil.
　　There isn’t any clear line separating the good and evil. Are Titans and Giants evil? Sure, some of them are bad, but there are exceptions.

　　Damasen, the Giant who was created to oppose the God of War, Ares, was born to be peaceful. He offers his helping hand for Percy, Annabeth and Bob, when they come asking for help. He gives them a place to sleep, to eat and to heal. Bob, previously Iapetus, is one of the twelve Titans, but after being swept by Percy’s ‘water-tornado’ and losing his memory, he is held captive in Underground and does all the hard work. He is the only one who jumps from ‘heaven’ to Tartarus just because Percy calls for him. Titans and Giants are the Olympians and demigods’ fatal enemy, yet why are Damasen and Bob the only ones helping Percy when he most needs them and, without any hesitation or complaints?
　　On the contrary, are all the gods and demigods good? Where are the Gods when their godlings need them? Hecate, the Goddess of Magic and Mist, almost flees from the House of Hades when Hazel needs her help in killing Clytius. When Frank needs his dad’s help in saving Hazel, Ares gives a difficult answer to Frank: to prove why it is worth his effort to save Hazel. It is as if the reason alone that Frank is Ares’ son was not enough. I wonder how a father can be so overly realistic.

　　I had doubts. Does, killing the evil and getting help from them and then never spare them a second thought, make those legendary ‘heroes’ right? Rick shows us that we cannot define and judge someone else by their identity. People can’t be judged by their cover.

Mortality vs. Eternality
　　Percy Jackson wonders when he is in Tartarus: demigods fade when they get old, but monsters can reform a gazillion times in the pit. Although it’s going to take time for them to resurface again - they just can’t be gotten rid of forever. Tartarus himself also boasts that he cannot be killed because he is eternal. Does being eternal mean that you are undefeatable and you are living your life, gracing every living moment?

　　Calypso is cursed to be imprisoned on an isolated island. Heroes drop by her island and steal her heart then time is up and Calypso has to teach them to say those words, ‘I want to leave Ogygia, in order to leave the island’. Despite being a beautiful immortal, comparing her life with Percy’s or any other demigod’s, her life is so much harsher and more torturing. There is only one Tartarus, one Clytius or any other monster, but Percy figures there are unlimited demigods. Percy’s unfinished work can be inherited by his sons and daughters.  Demigods can also be immortal, just in another form. 

　　Life is an endless battle, yet the demigods can still live in the moment and enjoy their life to the fullest. If this story is true, who will you choose to be? The immortal one who lives on a mesmerizing island that doesn’t even exist on the map, or the mortal one who has missions to accomplish, world to save and people to share a laugh with?

Trust vs. Suspicions
　　According to Rick, friends are the people whom you trust to have you back anytime, to keep your deepest, darkest secret, and even trust them with your life. That’s what distinguishes the demigods from the evil force.

　　In order to ensure Gaia’s destruct-the-Earth (which is herself, ironic, right?) plan go on perfectly, she sends Clytius to guard Pasiphae. It is more like controlling Pasiphae’s every movement. Gaia said, ‘’That’s the way to strengthen the trust between Pasiphae and herself.’  Really?  Is building trust on suspicions the right way to ‘trust’ each other?

　　Looking at the demigods, Frank’s life depends on a piece of firewood. In order to keep himself alive, he has to keep the firewood away from fire. Before the Argonauts jumps into the Door of Death, Leo proposes another way to Frank to protect the wood. When Leo burns the wood, neither Frank nor Hazel stops Leo. They are astonished but still, they trust each other with their lives. At that very moment, it seems like not only Frank depends on the firewood, but everyone else also shares equal responsibility and depends on that firewood to survive.

　　Until now, it is definitely not a rash thing to conclude that trusting others is always better than suspecting them. Nico tells Jason his darkest secret and never doubts Jason would disclose it to his friends. Can you trust your friends like that? With your life, with your secrets, with everything you possess?

　　To me, Rick is not just a writer, he is an educator, a teacher about life. He teaches us when facing a problem, hiding it is not the solution. Sometimes, we just have to come out of the closet and tackle it. With friends, they’ll celebrate your happiness, share your highs and lows, stand up for you wherever, whenever, whatever it is. At times, when you face a problem that can’t be solved, you just have to let it go. Inhale… exhale... Annabeth looks upon the ever-shimmering stars and realizes that being wise is not about tackling every problem, it is about understanding the problem and knowing when to let go.

　　‘Love is everywhere, love is unpredictable and you can never escape love.’ Eros, the God of Love, said. Learning to love is learning how to trust your friends with your heart, never questioning their ability and not failing them. Nico makes Percy a promise and he makes it, he and the Argonauts overcome obstacles and save Percy and Annabeth. When standing before death, you sacrifice yourself for others because of love. Bob and Damasen demonstrate this - they guard the Door of Death till their very last breath so that Percy and Annabeth can continue in stopping Gaia. I realize that, love is being selfless in face of your greatest fear.
　　Don’t be afraid of your fate. You might have been predestined in some ways, but how you live your life can be decided by you. I looked upon the dark sky, star were like scattered freckles. I remembered Bob and Damasen. Some simple things we do every day like star-gazing is a luxury to people like Bob. I wonder where he is now, is he already reforming? I let out a sigh of grief, ‘Bob says hello.’ I told the stars.

