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　　“Now life has killed the dream I dreamed…” 

　　The quote has revealed how the Third Estate felt during the period of the French Revolution. Perhaps, some of them spent their whole lives seeking food or shelter; perhaps, some of them could never find something or someone to count on; perhaps, some of them would never dare to dream a dream…

　　Jean Valjean was born to be poor and lived a bitter and desperate fate. The story began in 1815 when Jean Valjean was just released from a nineteen-year imprisonment – five for stealing bread for his poor starving sister and his niece and nephew while the other fourteen were for numerous escape attempts. Since then, his life was marked with an indelible imprint. With his yellow passport indicating him as a prisoner, he had to bare others’ insults. The social injustice and inequality prompted him to commit offences again. Once, while the friar Myriel gave Valjean shelter, Valjean stole his silverware. Surprisingly, as the police caught Valjean, Myriel stated that he gave the silverware to Valjean willingly. Myriel told him that his sins had been forgiven by God and reminded him to be an honest person. When time gooes by, Valjean pretended to be a Monsieur Madeleine and became a benevolent mayor of a town. However, the police officer, Javert, started to suspect him.

　　Destiny brought Valjean, Fantine, Cosette and Marius together. To keep his promise with Fantine, whose life was also desperately bitter, Valjean took care of Fantine’s daughter, Cosette. As the flag of revolution rose, Cosette fell in love with Marius, who had a great passion for the revolution. The outbreak of revolution seemed to bring all things to an end. Eventually, the hatred between Valjean and Javert was solved and things turned right because of every tiny seed of hope and love in Valjean, Cosette and the revolutionists’ hearts. Love finally cured every injured soul. 

“I dreamed a dream in time gone by.”

There is no doubt that everyone has a dream. Valjean had. Fantine had. They all used to have dreams. However, life seems to be the dream killer. Cold and narrow streets with howling winds, ragged clothes and shivering family members… All these “roaring lions” scared their dreams away. However, something fiercer was waiting for Valjean and Fantine. Although Valjean had been released from prison, there was never an end to his punishment. He was given a yellow passport which marked his prisoner status. He had to bear a lifelong stigma. I was shocked. I wondered if the value of a person was determined simply by a piece of paper. It was ridiculous! Valjean’s soul was trampled. No one can belittle or judge one’s value. The value of a person is far more than that. Every individual is precious. Why should people be classified into classes? Why are our lives being planned by those in upper classes? Why does life turn our dreams into shames?

　　The most upsetting part was when Fantine sold her hair and two front teeth and she finally had to resort to prostitution to pay off the debts. To earn a living for herself and Cosette, her soul had been swallowed by life bit by bit. A delicate seedling could never resist the roaring of the cruel sea; a lamb could never escape from the fate of being caught by a lion; a poor little woman could never withstand the attack of life. In spite of the tough life, Fantine loved Cosette. Under the threats of life, love is the only thing that can withstand it. Fantine, a mother who spared no effort to protect her daughter and to give her the best, loved Cosette more than herself. Cosette was the only support that Fantine, who went through a multitude of difficulties, had. It was moving. The love between mother and daughter seemed to be the twilight which lighted up the darkness.

　　Good and evil was another component of the story. Javert, the police officer, always believed that a villain was a villain. He or she could never turn over a new leaf. However, Valjean broke this “rule”. He found one’s value. He dedicated himself to helping the needy wholeheartedly. He tried his best to moisturize Javert’s withered heart. He wanted to help those who were trapped in the prison of poverty and hunger to escape. He did not want others to walk on the path towards sins liked himself. Javert changed his mind and believed that we can change from bad to good.

　　Victor Hugo has also revealed the social situation of his time through the story. Encountering social inequality and injustice, lots of people, especially the youngsters stood up to oppose the government. One of them was Marius. He gave up his wealth and struggled for the needy although he knew that the revolution was likely to fail. The courage of the revolutionists was great. They were daring; they were bold; they were determined. I brooded over what Cosette said－“Would you realize what revolution is, call it progress; and would you realize what progress is, call it tomorrow.” The blood of the revolutionists today would definitely be the seed of success tomorrow. 

　　“The supreme happiness of life is the conviction that we are loved.” Fantine once said in the story. Undeniably, love can solve the hatred or even alter one’s life. For instance, the love of Myriel changed Valjean to become a benevolent mayor of a town; Fantine’s love for Cosette was so great that she overcame one challenge after the other in order to give the best to Cosette; the love of Valjean saved thousands of poor and Cosette. Love can spiral out. Myriel showed his love to Valjean and Valjean showed his love to Cosette and the poor. Love seemed to be the most precious gift in the world of sins and poverty at Valjean’s time. The most essential need of humans is not food; is not shelter; is not money…It is love. Love motivates us. Love is the final solution of all problems. Love cures us.

　　“Now love has saved the dream I dreamed…”
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