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　　Divergent, a debut novel by Veronica Roth published by Katherine Tegen Books, is one of the most popular books in the New York Times bestsellers. In this science fiction, the mysterious relationship between Beatrice and Jeanine just thrills people’s mind, and there isn’t even a doubt that a film adoption would come by. 

　　Based in Chicago, a society depicted divided into five fractions, Amity the kind, Candor the honest, Erudite the intelligent, Abnegation the selfless and Dauntless the brave. Once turned sixteen, teenagers from all fraction would have to determine the fraction they shall commit to for the rest of their lives. 
　　Beatrice Prior, choosing to commit to the Dauntless compound, is found to be Divergent after the aptitude test. Considered a threat to the government, she has to hide her inconclusively dangerous identity. Meanwhile, Jeanine Matthews, leader of Erudite, who is suspicious of Beatrice’s aptitude test results, managed to break into the Dauntless computers, capturing the simulation footage. Eventually, she figured out that Beatrice was Divergent. Knowing that Beatrice would be a threat to her reign, she was determined to hunt her down. 

　　I think this is a brilliant book. The plot is exciting and not as predictable as some other novels. I think this is something new to read about, very creative and original. Apart from being very entertaining, the book Divergent at the same time reflects some of the problems in our society where people see power as something a lot more important than it actually is. People commit crimes to attain the power or title that they want. In the international arena, countries fight against one another to strive for the dominating role. Political leaders raise a coup d’état or even start wars for power. In the book, Jeanine saw power as everything. It was definitely a cruel and unnecessary move to banish all Divergent, just to protect her title and reign. I think power shouldn’t be regarded in such esteem this way. Although fame, glory and money would follow once you have a great title or when you come to power, it does not last forever. Titles can easily be taken, records can easily be broken, and a regime can easily be overthrown. After death, no matter what religion you believe in, power won’t follow and you can never make sure that your descendants can uphold your ‘empire’. You will be remembered ingloriously though if you have done something very bad or immoral to fight for power. Therefore, I don’t think we should regard power as the most important part of our lives. 

　　I also believe that Veronica Roth is trying to explain that not everyone has to fit into any specific group in society. Everyone has his or her own individuality and personality. One’s uniqueness shouldn’t be taken away simply because of expectations that abound in society, and most importantly, one should not be isolated because of their differences. In the book Divergent, Beatrice’s aptitude test results showed that she was Abnegation, Dauntless and Erudite. However, being forced to choose one out of three, she had to choose Dauntless, without even being given the opportunity to try out the others. Not only does this kind of social pigeonholing take away individuals’ opportunities, but also their happiness. This can also do more harm than good to society as a whole. In the book, the society was divided into five fractions in order to create a utopia in which everyone worked to the best of his or her ability. Yet, this idealistic mode of running a society was proved to be a failure in the end. This shows that stereotyping people doesn’t work. Moreover, our character and behavior can change overtime and not to say when one has received education. 
　　I am convinced that one’s identity cannot be judged or categorized by a single test. It is ridiculous to ask someone to stick with an occupation for the rest of their life, not allowing them a chance to change their mind and try new things. Life would be dull and meaningless. Expectations from others are also one thing that is keeping people from doing what they actually want. I don’t think the society should categorize people by their age, sex, skin colour or whatsoever and every one of us should have equal opportunity to choose what we want to do.

　　
　　Although this is more of an adventure novel packed with action, if we take a closer look at and think deeply about, there is actually a lot more to savor. 
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